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Regulations for Seniors Tennis GB 35s Inter-County Championships
1
The Competition shall be played over a period of three days.  Group1 shall consist of four counties.  Other Groups shall be divided into sections A and B of four counties each down to and including Group 6.  Each group or section shall play at one place to be known as a ‘Centre’.  Each County shall play one match against each other County in the same group or section.
2
A Referee for the Championships shall be appointed by Seniors Tennis GB.

3
The Committee shall select the make of ball to be used at the Centre.

4
Each County shall be represented for the whole event by a team with a minimum of four and a maximum of six players.  A player shall be eligible to compete only if he is qualified to do so under LTA Rules 36 and 38. 

5
Nominations
The final team nominations, in British Tennis Ratings order for singles, must be submitted to the Referee for approval at least 30 minutes before the commencement of play on the first day.  This order must be maintained throughout the Competition.  
6
No other player may represent the County during the Competition except that if exceptional circumstances such as illness, injury or bereavement reduce the number of available nominated players to fewer than four players for any County team, the Referee, may authorise the nomination of the necessary number of substitutes for the remainder of the Competition.  

The Referee shall, if possible, consult the Chairman of the Committee in making this authorisation. If in this exceptional circumstance a seventh player has to be brought in, this player may not have a higher rating than the player being replaced.

7
The teams shall be nominated daily in British Tennis Rating order for singles together with the doubles pairings and two named substitutes who may be used for the doubles in Round 2 only.  These nominations for the whole match must reach the Referee, no later than 15 minutes before the start of each match. A change of pairing for Round 2 may be made to the referee before the start of that round.
A fifth and/or sixth player may be introduced to play in the Doubles rubbers in Round 2 as substitute for any player nominated to play in Round 1 but no player shall meet in Round 2 a player whom he met in Round 1.  If both singles players are nominated to play doubles in Round 2 they must play together as a pair.
8
Order of Play

Day 1:

A v C and B v D


Day 2:

A v D and C v B


Day 3

B v A and D v C

Each match will consist of five rubbers – two singles and three doubles to be played as follows:

Round 1




Round 2
Match 1 

  Singles  2   v   2


Match 4 

Doubles  1   v    2 
Match 2

  Singles  1   v   1


Match 5
 
Doubles  2   v    1
Match 3

  Doubles 1  v   1 

9
Under normal circumstances, each rubber will be the best of three sets.  The Tie Break will apply at 6 games all in the first two sets.  The third set in any match will consist of a Champions Tie Break game (to 10). However the referee reserves the right to change the scoring format of matches for the benefit of the event.  
10
Each match shall be decided on the combined result of singles and doubles.

11
If any player is absent when called upon to play by the Referee, the opponent(s)
shall be entitled to two love sets, but if in any rubber one or more player(s) is absent on 
each side the rubber shall be void.

12
Team officials are not allowed on court during the matches and no advice by any person is permitted during play. 
13
If a match in progress cannot be finished on the scheduled day, the result of the match shall be determined by the rubbers that have been completed provided that Round 1 of the day’s programme has been completed in both matches of the Group, or either team has won two singles rubbers. 
If the above has not been completed the following actions will take place:
i)  If no result has been achieved, the referee will consider all possible options to achieve a result as specified above. These options could include completing the outstanding matches at an alternative venue or completing outstanding matches at the end of a subsequent day’s play.
ii)   In the event of neither of these options being considered practical by the referee, the unfinished rubber(s) would be halved.
iii) Indoor or other courts outside the venue may not be used unless at NO cost to the event.

14
The team which wins the majority of the five rubbers shall be declared the winner of the match.  If under rule 13 fewer than five rubbers have been completed, the match shall be decided


(i)
by the majority of rubbers won; or 

(ii)
if there is an equality of rubbers, by the majority of sets won; or

(iii)
if there is an equality of rubbers and sets, by the majority of games won.

If there is an equality of rubbers, sets and games, the match shall be tied and a draw recorded.

15
If no play is possible on the first and second days, the result of the scheduled match on the third 
day shall determine the final order in each Group.
16
If no play is possible on all three days of the Competition, the Committee shall decide the arrangements for each Group.
17
In a group of three teams, the Referee has discretion to adapt the format in the event of bad
weather.
18
(i)
The final order in each Group in which all matches have been completed (or a result has been reached in accordance with (13) above) shall be determined by the number of matches won. 

(ii)
If two or more Counties in any Group shall score the same number of wins, the final order shall be determined by: 
a)
the percentage of rubbers won to rubbers completed or should this still fail to determine the order, then

b) 
the match result if two teams are tied, or if more than two, then
(c) 
the percentage of sets won to sets completed; if two teams are still tied, then
(d) the match result, or if more than two, then 

(e) the percentage of games won to games completed

19
The County winning Group 1 shall be the Champion County for the year.

20
Promotion and Relegation
· Counties  winning Group 2 A and B shall be promoted to Group 1.  Counties in 3rd and 4th places of Group 1 shall be relegated.

· From Group 2 downwards (except the lowest), the County in 4th place in each group shall be relegated to the next lower group.  
· Within groups below Group 1 as thus newly constituted, the allocation between sections A and B shall be as follows: counties promoted from Section A shall go to Section B and vice-versa.

· Counties relegated from 3rd and 4th places of Group 1 shall go to sections A and B respectively; other counties relegated shall maintain their previous allocation to section A or B. 

· 2nd placed counties from all groups below Group 1 and 4th placed counties in the lowest groups shall change their sections.  
· 3rd placed counties shall maintain their sections.  
The Committee shall have power to modify these arrangements to meet special circumstances such as a change in the number (or identity) of the entries.

21
Any dispute arising between Counties shall be referred to the Referee, and any appeal against his/her decision to the Committee.
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